
PFT Candidate Questionnaire 
The following information was submitted to the PFT by the following candidate 

running for office in the May 2019 Primary Election 

Candidate Name: Mark Squilla

Party Affiliation: Democrat 

Office Sought: City Council, 1st District (incumbent)
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Legislative Priorities

PFT Members have recently participated in a survey of their legislative priorities. We used the survey to 
formulate our legislative agenda for 2019. Please respond to areas of concern for PFT members, and 
comment on your experience/abilities addressing some of top issues.

On a 1-5 scale (5 being the most important), how important are the
following issues to you as a candidate? In the comments, please identify
any/all legislative solutions that you believe would address the issue.

Strongly disagree

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly agree
and commit

Students should not be exposed to dangerous conditions and extreme heat and cold and be 
expected to thrive academically. We need to fully fund the maintenance of school facilities.

Strongly disagree

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly agree
and commit

I believe in a fair funding formula with charter school reimbursement.

Investment in School Facilities Funding *
How signi�cant do you believe the $5B in deferred maintenance for school facilities is? How central of a part of your
candidacy/position in o�ce will this issue be?

Comments on Facilities Funding:

Do you support a City moratorium on charter schools? *

Comment on city wide ability to implement increased charter oversight
and/or ability to implement a charter school moratorium:
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No, should stay
as is

1 2 3 4 5

Yes, absolutely
needs to be

modi�ed

The Real Estate Tax Abatement must be amended. I do not believe we should end it but I do 
support a modi�cation.

No, should stay
as is

1 2 3 4 5

Yes, absolutely
needs to be

modi�ed

We need to be careful that we don't overtax anyone and make sure we also can grow our tax 
base.

Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

Are you in favor of modifying the 10 year tax abatement? *

Comments on your vision for the 10 year tax abatement:

Are you in favor of modifying the corporate tax structure so that wealthier
businesses and individuals increase their contributions? *

Comments on your vision for taxes:

How important is it for you to �nd ways to reduce class size? *



2/18/2019 Election 2019: PFT Candidate Questionnaire

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/199YRFgPpH7wBIS21HKK7RVKSXcVQ09RmgiL0DnBCDR0/edit#response=ACYDBNiy3v9LfKHITMQKEan5cKiEhb… 4/8

I fully support reducing class sizes so students can receive the individual attention they need 
to succeed, and our public school teachers have a workload that allows them to educate most 
effectively.

Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

We can’t rely on teachers alone to service the many needs of public school students. We have 
to provide teachers and students with the support personnel they need to create a successful 
learning environment.

Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

We have to do right by all students, especially those with special needs.

Comments:

How important is it for you to �nd ways to increase support personnel? *

Comments:

How important is it for you to improve access to services for students with
special needs? *

Comments:
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Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

We work very hard as a city to grow and attract new residents and immigrants. They must feel 
welcome in our schools and have access to the services they need to thrive.

Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

Many students have needs that classroom teachers do not have the time or quali�cations to 
address. Counselors are an integral part of a healthy learning environment.

Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

As I said above, we can’t ask teachers to do everything. They need nurses and counselors and 
other support staff to help their students.

How important is it for you to improve access to services for students who
are English Language Learners? *

Comments:

How important is it for you to increase access to school counselors? *

Comments:

How important is it for you to increase access to certi�ed school nurses? *

Comments:
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Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

Same as above. The more we can support our students in school, the better.

Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

Representation is important, especially in schools. Our students come from many diverse 
backgrounds, and their teachers should re�ect that.

How important is it for you to increase access to social services in schools?
*

Comments:

How important is it for you to increase access to funding for CTE programs
in schools? *

Comments:

How important is it for you to increase the number of African American
teachers and educators of color in our schools? *

Comments:
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Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

I was born and raised in South Philadelphia, surrounded by friends and neighbors who held 
union jobs. We need to do everything we can to protect those good-paying jobs and as 
councilman that will always be a priority for me. Educators are an integral part of the labor 
movement and they deserve a fair contract.

Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

We need to grow the Community Schools Model. When the school becomes a hub for both 
students and the community, it becomes the reason for people to live and educate their 
children in the neighborhood.

Every school should be a safe environment and produce a quality education. Grow the 
Community Schools Model. We have increased education funding by over $500 million and 
introduced legislation to help with lead paint reduction.

How important is it for you to protect the rights of workers to collectively
bargain and for educators to have a fair contract? *

Comments:

How important is it for you to expand the Community Schools model in
Philadelphia? *

Comments:

What is your vision for public education in Philadelphia, and how have you
worked (either currently in o�ce or your current position) to promote an
equity agenda in Philadelphia's schools?
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I believe every neighborhood should have a quality school and that is a priority for me as a 
councilman.

This form was created inside of Philadelphia Federation of Teachers.

What are other legislative issues of top priority for you?

Is there anything else you would like to share with PFT members about your
candidacy? What are ways you see yourself working with the PFT in o�ce?
Are there other items on our platform that you believe will be signi�cant in
your work?
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