
PFT Candidate Questionnaire 
The following information was submitted to the PFT by the following candidate 

running for office in the May 2019 Primary Election 

Candidate Name: Bobby Henon

Party Affiliation: Democrat 

Office Sought: City Council, 6th District, incumbent
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Legislative Priorities

PFT Members have recently participated in a survey of their legislative priorities. We used the survey to 
formulate our legislative agenda for 2019. Please respond to areas of concern for PFT members, and 
comment on your experience/abilities addressing some of top issues.

On a 1-5 scale (5 being the most important), how important are the
following issues to you as a candidate? In the comments, please identify
any/all legislative solutions that you believe would address the issue.

Strongly disagree

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly agree
and commit

School facilities funding for my district has been a major focus of my current term in City 
Council.  I was an aggressive advocate for a new school building on Mayfair Elementary 
school’s campus and fought to ensure that the relocation of our youngest Mayfair students to 
Austin Meehan was done to the satisfaction of impacted families.  I supported the redesign of 
the Disston Elementary school yard with the Eagles Youth Partnership and continue to work 
with Disston to make improvements to the third �oor.  This spring I will be working with AMY to 
improve the quality of the school yard.  While I am proud of this work, I recognize that these are 
band-aid �xes to very, very signi�cant infrastructure problems.  We need a comprehensive 
solution and I plan to make school facilities the cornerstone of my work during my next City 
Council term.

Strongly disagree

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly agree
and commit

Investment in School Facilities Funding *
How signi�cant do you believe the $5B in deferred maintenance for school facilities is? How central of a part of your
candidacy/position in o�ce will this issue be?

Comments on Facilities Funding:

Do you support a City moratorium on charter schools? *
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Traditional public schools have struggled for years. Every dollar we spend on charter schools is 
money that our traditional public schools don’t receive.  Public school children deserve books, 
counselors, nurses and librarians. Our public school teachers deserve fair contracts, quality 
classrooms and safe places to educate our children. Every neighborhood deserves to have a 
public school that has the resources necessary to give students the tools that they need.  A fair 
funding formula, charter school reimbursements from the state and a stringent limit on new 
charter schools are critical elements of ensuring that public schools are at the forefront of 
Philadelphia’s education system.  Thanks to the leadership of the Philadelphia Federation of 
Teachers, Philadelphia is now under the control of a local School Board. With the continued 
advocacy and leadership of PFT and allies, we can ensure that our tax dollars go to public 
schools instead of to charter school corporations. 

No, should stay
as is

1 2 3 4 5

Yes, absolutely
needs to be

modi�ed

City Council is considering multiple approaches to making the tax abatement work better for 
working people.  I believe that the 10-year tax abatement should be modi�ed and I look forward 
to these discussions in City Council. 

No, should stay
as is

1 2 3 4 5

Yes, absolutely
needs to be

modi�ed

Comment on city wide ability to implement increased charter oversight
and/or ability to implement a charter school moratorium:

Are you in favor of modifying the 10 year tax abatement? *

Comments on your vision for the 10 year tax abatement:

Are you in favor of modifying the corporate tax structure so that wealthier
businesses and individuals increase their contributions? *
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I support people over pro�ts. I have a proven record of �ghting corporate America and their 
attack on workers. The PFT �ghts for fair contracts and for its workers and I will continue to 
support them. 

Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

I have population growth at a large rate in my district and while this is great for the community 
it does impact our schools and classrooms. I am happy to be working toward reducing class 
size in my District with the addition of a new K-8 school to combat students being seated in a 
classroom that does not have enough resources or the ability to allow children to learn in a 
comfortable environment where they receive the attention they need. 

Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

Support personnel are critical for the development of our children. Counselors, social service 
workers, nurses, ESL instructors, and CTE instructors are vital and are necessary in schools 
and I think increasing these personnel is important and our students deserve access to these 
individuals on a daily basis. 

Comments on your vision for taxes:

How important is it for you to �nd ways to reduce class size? *

Comments:

How important is it for you to �nd ways to increase support personnel? *

Comments:
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Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

Having special needs professionals in our schools is key to children’s successes. Having these 
professionals allows students with special needs to thrive and reach their full potential in the 
classroom. Every student deserves an equal opportunity to learn regardless of their abilities. 

Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

My District has seen an increase in the number of students and families who are english 
language learners. Every student should have access to the resources they need to learn, and 
this includes language support services. As we grow at a rapid pace that encompasses many 
cultures, it is vital that these services are provided for the students success in the classroom, 
at home, and in their community. 

Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

How important is it for you to improve access to services for students with
special needs? *

Comments:

How important is it for you to improve access to services for students who
are English Language Learners? *

Comments:

How important is it for you to increase access to school counselors? *
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Counseling is a non-negotiable. General counseling along with behavioral and mental health 
counseling need to be present in schools to aid children in their academic success as well as 
their development as individuals outside the classroom. 

Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

I have been dedicated to improving children’s health outcomes through Philly Play (a program 
designed to increase the physical activity levels of our kids) and by educating students about 
important issues like CPR.  In fact, I’ve trained over 2000 Philadelphia school kids to perform 
hands only CPR. I also introduced legislation related to CPR training and AED access in 
schools. 
 
My work around youth health is important to me because healthy kids and health conscious 
kids are better learners.   
 
Ensuring that every school has a certi�ed nurse is a top priority.  Schools have become the �rst 
line of defense in supporting children with health conditions and improving health outcomes 
for all students. Some of our children do not have access to consistent healthcare outside of 
school and depend on their interactions with nurses to ensure that their needs are met.

Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

Comments:

How important is it for you to increase access to certi�ed school nurses? *

Comments:

How important is it for you to increase access to social services in schools?
*
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Social services are critical components to ensuring children’s success. Access in itself is 
important and we need to make sure that these services are being provided in every school 
long-term not being eliminated when programming is cut. 

Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

I’m in favor of increasing CTE funding and I’m also interested in offering open employment 
opportunities for our children so there is early access to jobs. 

Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

Students deserve to see, interact with and learn from adult role models who look like them.  
There are far too few African American educators in our district and expanding outreach and 
support to the African American community to increase the number of educators in our public 
schools should be a high priority.

Comments:

How important is it for you to increase access to funding for CTE programs
in schools? *

Comments:

How important is it for you to increase the number of African American
teachers and educators of color in our schools? *

Comments:
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Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

I am a lifelong member of a union. Collective bargaining, fair contracts and the rights of 
workers are issues I have worked on for my entire career. I believe collective bargaining is the 
ultimate protection tool and is a vehicle for providing work safety standards, better health care 
and pension plans for respectful retirement. The right to organize is a fundamental human 
right. 

Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

Every public school should be a community school. I am hopeful that the northeast will bene�t 
from a community school during the next school year. 

How important is it for you to protect the rights of workers to collectively
bargain and for educators to have a fair contract? *

Comments:

How important is it for you to expand the Community Schools model in
Philadelphia? *

Comments:
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I share the same goals and priorities that the PFT has been �ghting for, for years. I plan to 
continue standing side by side with the PFT and �ghting for quality education for all of our 
students throughout the entirety of the City. Access to services is a large part in creating and 
maintaining an equity agenda and I hope to continue to support and enhance this agenda by 
creating pathways for all students success. 

In addition to addressing the school facilities problem, I am dedicated to the following 
legislative issues: 
 
- Improving public health including bringing working AEDs in all schools, requiring CPR training 
and improving recess. 
- Improving the quality of life in our working class, northeast neighborhoods so that working 
people, like the members of the PFT, have safe, clean neighborhoods to raise their families. 
- Addressing the issues created by the underground economy, particularly in the construction 
industry.  We can not continue to look the other way as unlicensed contractors who don’t pay 
taxes keep taking advantage of our communities.

I look forward to continuing working with PFT members and leadership, like I have done so for 
my past two terms.  I appreciate your ongoing support and partnership. 

This form was created inside of Philadelphia Federation of Teachers.

What is your vision for public education in Philadelphia, and how have you
worked (either currently in o�ce or your current position) to promote an
equity agenda in Philadelphia's schools?

What are other legislative issues of top priority for you?

Is there anything else you would like to share with PFT members about your
candidacy? What are ways you see yourself working with the PFT in o�ce?
Are there other items on our platform that you believe will be signi�cant in
your work?
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