
PFT Candidate Questionnaire 
The following information was submitted to the PFT by the following candidate 

running for office in the May 2019 Primary Election 

Candidate Name: Katherine Gilmore Richardson

Party Affiliation: Democrat 

Office Sought: City Council At Large
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Legislative Priorities

PFT Members have recently participated in a survey of their legislative priorities. We used the survey to 
formulate our legislative agenda for 2019. Please respond to areas of concern for PFT members, and 
comment on your experience/abilities addressing some of top issues.

On a 1-5 scale (5 being the most important), how important are the
following issues to you as a candidate? In the comments, please identify
any/all legislative solutions that you believe would address the issue.

Strongly disagree

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly agree
and commit

I support the efforts of the Philly Healthy Schools Initiative to include multiple stakeholders at 
the table to address the School District’s many building and infrastructure needs. While serving 
as a staffer in City Council, I worked on the establishment of a School Building and Facilities 
Task Force (via Resolution 180531), whose goal is to develop a long term capital needs plan 
for the School District. This type of cross-agency approach will be critical to build support for 
the signi�cant investment required.

Strongly disagree

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly agree
and commit

Investment in School Facilities Funding *
How signi�cant do you believe the $5B in deferred maintenance for school facilities is? How central of a part of your
candidacy/position in o�ce will this issue be?

Comments on Facilities Funding:

Do you support a City moratorium on charter schools? *
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When the Charter School Law was passed in 1997, school districts were provided a charter 
school reimbursement to help manage the expansion of charter schools. Without this 
reimbursement, expansion of charter schools can put District schools at risk of disinvestment 
and closure. Stronger oversight of charter schools must also be a priority, within our District 
and in Harrisburg. In City Council and working with state legislators, I will work to restore the 
charter school reimbursement and strengthen charter school oversight at the local and state 
level. 

No, should stay
as is

1 2 3 4 5

Yes, absolutely
needs to be

modi�ed

Research shows that the tax abatement has had an impact in certain areas in our City, but not 
in others. At the same time, the abatement in the short term costs public schools millions of 
dollars annually. The tax abatement should be modi�ed to reduce its impact on School District 
revenues, in line with the abatement measure introduced by Councilman W. Wilson Goode, Jr. 
when I served as a Council legislative aide. Additionally, developments that utilize the tax 
abatement should be required to demonstrate equity ownership and participation by small, 
local and minority owned businesses. 

No, should stay
as is

1 2 3 4 5

Yes, absolutely
needs to be

modi�ed

Comment on city wide ability to implement increased charter oversight
and/or ability to implement a charter school moratorium:

Are you in favor of modifying the 10 year tax abatement? *

Comments on your vision for the 10 year tax abatement:

Are you in favor of modifying the corporate tax structure so that wealthier
businesses and individuals increase their contributions? *
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Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

As a former substitute teacher who served long term at Overbrook High School, reducing class 
size is very important to me. In order the reduce class size, the School District must receive the 
funding it deserves. I fully support a fair funding formula for Pennsylvania’s schools and will 
continue to urge support for it in Council by utilizing my long standing relationships with the 
members of the Philadelphia delegation in Harrisburg.  Additionally, I support increased school 
support staff to assist with school climate issues.

Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

Comments on your vision for taxes:

How important is it for you to �nd ways to reduce class size? *

Comments:

How important is it for you to �nd ways to increase support personnel? *

Comments:
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Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

How important is it for you to improve access to services for students with
special needs? *

Comments:

How important is it for you to improve access to services for students who
are English Language Learners? *

Comments:

How important is it for you to increase access to school counselors? *

Comments:



3/3/2019 Election 2019: PFT Candidate Questionnaire

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/199YRFgPpH7wBIS21HKK7RVKSXcVQ09RmgiL0DnBCDR0/edit#response=ACYDBNh95JaIei7iuCHZY1qhRnpVQ… 6/10

Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

How important is it for you to increase access to certi�ed school nurses? *

Comments:

How important is it for you to increase access to social services in schools?
*

Comments:

How important is it for you to increase access to funding for CTE programs
in schools? *
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Increasing access to career and technical education (CTE) is a central plank of my education 
platform. Every student deserves an education that prepares them for college or a career. I will 
advocate for increased funding to expose students to CTE concepts in middle school before 
the high school application process. Additionally, I plan to introduce a resolution to explore the 
capacity for every City department to replicate successful partnerships (like the one between 
the School District and Fleet Management) to create a pipeline for City jobs for trained 
graduating seniors in the School District of Philadelphia.  

Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

Half of the students enrolled in the School District of Philadelphia are African American. 
Certainly, our teachers and educators should re�ect the demographics of the students served. 
The research is abundantly clear - having an African American teacher or a teacher of color 
can be transformative for students of all races, and especially students of color. Programs like 
the Black Male Educators convening, The Fellowship and targeted efforts like the one at 
Bethune Elementary School should be supported and serve as models for how we can 
increase the number of African American teachers and educators of color. I support the 
District’s increased outreach and recruitment from Historically Black Colleges and Universities 
and minority-a�liated college organizations.

Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

Comments:

How important is it for you to increase the number of African American
teachers and educators of color in our schools? *

Comments:

How important is it for you to protect the rights of workers to collectively
bargain and for educators to have a fair contract? *
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I 100% support the right of workers to organize and negotiate for fair contracts.

Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

Schools should be able to follow a community schools model, which facilitates meaningful 
connections between schools, city services and the surrounding community. Getting there will 
require not only funding, but effective, consistent collaboration and leadership across sectors 
including but not limited to non pro�ts, city departments and out of school time (OST) 
operators. I am seeing �rst hand how the community schools model is working via my niece 
who attends Gompers Elementary school, my elementary school. The services provided 
including the OST support has served to be a vital part of her academic experience.

Comments:

How important is it for you to expand the Community Schools model in
Philadelphia? *

Comments:
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Our public schools are incredible places. As a graduate of Philadelphia public schools via 
Gompers, Masterman and the Philadelphia High School for Girls, a former substitute teacher 
primarily at Overbrook High School, and a mother of children currently enrolled in our public 
schools, I personally know the advantages of attending public school. My vision for 
Philadelphia public schools is to deliver on the promise of a great education for every child, no 
matter their zip code, race, class or circumstances. As the mother of young children, I see the 
issue of education through their eyes. I envision an education system where every student has 
the chance to learn, thrive, grow and have enough access and opportunity to become 
productive citizens in our City, our state and our world. A system that adequately prepares our 
students for jobs and entrepreneurship opportunities of the future. I envision an education 
system that is intentional in creating an atmosphere that is conducive to learning and there are 
no barriers to receiving a full educational experience in every classroom. 
 
There are many components to a comprehensive equity in education agenda - as a staffer in 
City Council, I have learned that it is critical to create requirements for diverse, inclusive and 
equitable representation at all levels of government and decision-making. In some 
circumstances, you ensure there are enough seats at the table, while in others, you have to 
create a new table to be most effective. In schools, we must prioritize both diversity and an 
inclusive and equitable mindset when recruiting and developing our teachers, our school-based 
leadership, our administrators, our contractors, and our partners.  We must also create spaces 
and pathways for non-traditional voices to emerge. With local control, the new school board 
has the opportunity to adopt many of these City of Philadelphia best practices for the school 
district.  In City Council, I worked to establish both the Youth Commission and the Women’s 
Commission as permanent institutions in our City. I have also worked on legislation to diversify 
the businesses that operate with the city, knowing that diverse leadership can be a �rst step to 
new voices, ideas and approaches. Lastly, as a legislative aide, I worked on legislation that 
provided an additional $30 million to the School District after the economic downturn in 2008. 

In City Council, I plan to focus on education, public safety and job creation.  I am focused on 
short-term and long term strategies to reduce the poverty rate and the success of “middle 
neighborhoods."

What is your vision for public education in Philadelphia, and how have you
worked (either currently in o�ce or your current position) to promote an
equity agenda in Philadelphia's schools?

What are other legislative issues of top priority for you?
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Education is my top priority because education is the great equalizer. From both an equity and 
environmental standpoint, addressing our aging infrastructure is very important to me. Our 
children cannot learn and our teachers cannot teach in adverse academic environments. I will 
ask to be appointed to the school buildings and facilities task force in City Council.  
Ensuring updated and upgraded school facilities, eradicating poverty, increasing public safety, 
supporting small and middle market businesses to spur job creation and modifying the tax 
abatement will be other issues I plan to focus my legislative efforts.  
Lastly, as a City Council staffer, I was a proud constituent services liaison, working to making 
government work for people. As your Councilwoman At-Large, I want my o�ce to be a 
resource for educators and all constituents seeking to navigate issues in city government. 

This form was created inside of Philadelphia Federation of Teachers.

Is there anything else you would like to share with PFT members about your
candidacy? What are ways you see yourself working with the PFT in o�ce?
Are there other items on our platform that you believe will be signi�cant in
your work?
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