
PFT Candidate Questionnaire 
The following information was submitted to the PFT by the following candidate 

running for office in the May 2019 Primary Election 

Candidate Name: Jim Kenney

Party Affiliation: Democrat 

Office Sought: Mayor (incumbent)
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Legislative Priorities

PFT Members have recently participated in a survey of their legislative priorities. We used the survey to 
formulate our legislative agenda for 2019. Please respond to areas of concern for PFT members, and 
comment on your experience/abilities addressing some of top issues.

On a 1-5 scale (5 being the most important), how important are the
following issues to you as a candidate? In the comments, please identify
any/all legislative solutions that you believe would address the issue.

Strongly disagree

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly agree
and commit

I believe that improving our school facilities is vitally important to improving our children’s 
quality of education as well as the success of the School District, and the City as a whole. Our 
kids must have classrooms and facilities that are safe, clean and equipped to provide them 
with an education that prepares them for the 21st century. Our teachers must be able to work 
in an environment and with conditions that do not pose a danger to them or their students. I 
am proud to have secured additional funding from City Council to support some of this work, 
and to work with the Governor and members of the Philadelphia legislative delegation to 
provide funding for speci�c environmental remediation. Of course more must be done, and I 
plan on working closely with the Governor and the Philadelphia delegation to fully fund 
PLANCON, allowing for critical infrastructure investments, and to continue to work toward a 
funding formula that su�ciently funds and provides for an adequate and equitable education 
for our kids.

Investment in School Facilities Funding *
How signi�cant do you believe the $5B in deferred maintenance for school facilities is? How central of a part of your
candidacy/position in o�ce will this issue be?

Comments on Facilities Funding:
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Strongly disagree

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly agree
and commit

I am acutely aware of the issues that expanded charter school seats has on the School 
District’s budget. I believe our focus should be on oversight and accountability of charter 
schools, and reforming the statewide charter law that has created this system of haves and 
have-nots. Since our new local School Board took control of the District in July 2018, they are 
now closely reviewing charter applications, amendments and other requests. But in some 
cases, the poorly drafted charter law makes their jobs much more di�cult. I strongly believe 
we must make changes to the Charter law to make operations more transparent, reform the 
inequitable funding structure, and ensure accountability. 

No, should stay
as is

1 2 3 4 5

Yes, absolutely
needs to be

modi�ed

Do you support a City moratorium on charter schools? *

Comment on city wide ability to implement increased charter oversight
and/or ability to implement a charter school moratorium:

Are you in favor of modifying the 10 year tax abatement? *
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In 2018 my Administration commissioned a study from Jones Lang Lasalle that looked at the 
tax abatement and the impact ending or modifying the abatement would have on City and 
School District revenue over the next few decades. The study found that while there can be 
short term gains depending on the modi�cation chosen, over the long-term revenues will be 
higher if the abatement is left in place.  
 
With that said, there are a number of other considerations that must be made when it comes to 
the abatement. Is it fair for long-time residents? Is it exacerbating the issues of gentri�cation 
and the costing out of existing renters and homeowners? Are there other things we need to 
change to reduce the costs of construction so development can continue equitably? When 
discussing a policy like the abatement all of these issues must be discussed, and feedback 
from each community impacted must be valued. I remain open to discussing changes to the 
abatement, and will continue to work with members of Council like Councilwoman Helen Gym 
to come to a reasonable compromise that continues to move Philadelphia forward on each 
respect.  

No, should stay
as is

1 2 3 4 5

Yes, absolutely
needs to be

modi�ed

The Uniformity clause of the Pennsylvania Constitution has unfortunately tied the hands of 
Philadelphia and the General Assembly when it comes to an actual fair tax structure in the 
Commonwealth. I was a supporter of a recent plan from former PA state Rep. John Taylor that 
would have a allowed the City to charge a higher tax rate on commercial property owners, and 
reduce our reliance on the wage tax, which can most negatively impact low-wage workers. I 
remain open to any idea that will make our tax structure more progressive and ensure 
individuals and businesses are paying their fair share. 

Comments on your vision for the 10 year tax abatement:

Are you in favor of modifying the corporate tax structure so that wealthier
businesses and individuals increase their contributions? *

Comments on your vision for taxes:
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Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

The data and evidence is clear that reducing class sizes leads to better student outcomes. My 
Administration has been working closely with the School District to try and reduce class sizes, 
speci�cally in the earliest grades to amplify the work on early literacy. I hope to continue this 
work into the later grades and high school so that students enjoy a positive experience, and 
teachers are not overwhelmed and overburdened by the class size. 

Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

I believe support personnel are critical to the success of our schools. This is why I fought so 
hard to implement our community school model, funded by the Philadelphia Beverage Tax, so 
teachers and principals could focus on the classroom, and our staff could bring the extra 
support our kids need. Additionally, I have worked to expand behavioral health services in 
schools, providing social workers in over 20 buildings. I plan to continue this work in my 2nd 
term so that we are doing all we can to support teachers so they can do their jobs without 
having to wear so many different hats throughout the day for their students. 

How important is it for you to �nd ways to reduce class size? *

Comments:

How important is it for you to �nd ways to increase support personnel? *

Comments:
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Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

Serving our special needs students is critical. No student should go without the full support 
they need to ful�ll their IEP. 

Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

My commitment to ensuring Philadelphia is a welcoming city for all is well known, and that 
commitment extends especially to our ELL students. We consider the number of English 
language learners in our decisions on where to locate Community Schools, and the additional 
services we provide have been integral in the success of schools like Southwark. I will continue 
to hold this as a priority in my second term. 

Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

How important is it for you to improve access to services for students with
special needs? *

Comments:

How important is it for you to improve access to services for students who
are English Language Learners? *

Comments:

How important is it for you to increase access to school counselors? *
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I believe counselors are a critical component in our schools. While cut drastically during by the 
SRC, I have been working with Dr. Hite and the new Board of Education to restore those cuts 
whenever possible. 

Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

Nurses are critical to the success of our schools. Since I came into o�ce I have been working 
to restore the cuts made by the SRC, and ensure poor decisions, like those made to outsource 
services like nursing, are not repeated. 

Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

I have been focused on this issue since before I became Mayor. Our Community Schools 
model is based on driving additional services directly into schools. Additionally, I have tasked 
the City’s Department of Behavioral and Intellectual Disability Services with working with the 
School District to provide additional services, directly in or easily accessible to schools. We 
have made some progress, but the return to local control in 2018 will allow us to expand this 
work moving forward. 

Comments:

How important is it for you to increase access to certi�ed school nurses? *

Comments:

How important is it for you to increase access to social services in schools?
*

Comments:
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Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

CTE programming is critical the success of my Administration’s overall workforce strategy. We 
have been working to bring all of our resources to this work, including through our workforce 
development agency, Philadelphia Works. We have been focused on designing new 
apprenticeship opportunities for CTE students so they have clear pathways to careers after 
high school. Over the next four years I plan to work closely with the District and the PA 
Department of Education to try and better align careers and apprenticeship to the required CTE 
curriculum, and better support CTE teachers with new and better resources and supports. 

Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

How important is it for you to increase access to funding for CTE programs
in schools? *

Comments:

How important is it for you to increase the number of African American
teachers and educators of color in our schools? *
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I think it is vitally important that we increase the number of African American teachers and 
educators of color in our schools. My Administration has been focused since day one on 
ensuring a City workforce that looks like the City we govern. With the return to local control I 
hope to expand this focus to our schools. While this is a national problem, I think we have 
opportunities here to make Philadelphia a national model. It starts by ensuring that all of our 
hard-working and dedicated teacher’s make a fair and equitable wage, and that we show how 
much we value and respect our educators through our words, and more importantly our 
actions. We can also work to better recruit men and women of color into the education �eld, 
and provide support through avenues like the Community College and Philadelphia Works. 
Together we can really make a difference in this area, and in turn provide more role models for 
our students. 

Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

My commitment to the rights of workers to collectively bargain is a bedrock of my governing 
philosophy. During my �rst term I have been able to successfully negotiate fair contracts with 
AFSCME District Councils 33 and 47, help resolve a strike by TWU 234 and SEPTA, and most 
importantly, resolve the dispute between the PFT and the School District that had led to nearly 
four years without a new contract. I value the hard work and dedication of your membership 
and the vital role they play in educating and improving the lives of our children on a daily basis. 
You have my commitment to always bargain fairly. 

Comments:

How important is it for you to protect the rights of workers to collectively
bargain and for educators to have a fair contract? *

Comments:
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Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

When I �rst ran for Mayor in 2015 I promised to develop Community Schools, and I’m glad to 
have kept that promise. While the expansion was delayed because of litigation surrounding the 
Philadelphia Beverage Tax, we will have 20 Community Schools by 2023. We are currently 
assessing the strengths and weakness of our model, and will make changes to better the 
current schools, and hopefully more in the future. 

How important is it for you to expand the Community Schools model in
Philadelphia? *

Comments:
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My vision for public education in Philadelphia is that every child should have access to a great 
school in their neighborhood. Returning governance of our schools back to local control, and 
closing the sad chapter of our City’s history that was the School Reform Commission, was 
critical to advancing this goal. Over the next four years I plan to focus on the following four 
areas to further advance this goal.  
 
Great instruction provided by great teachers.  
1. We must support our educators and give you the resources you need to  
provide great instruction. 2. We will continue our focus on early literacy, while also investing in 
foundational math and computer science to ensure kids are prepared to succeed in later 
grades.  
 
Clean, safe and modern facilities  
1. We must ensure our schools are safe, clean and accessible spaces for kids  
to learn, and for teachers to teach.  
2. We must resolve all existing environmental issues, and make investments  
in new and renovated classrooms whenever possible.  
 
Great career opportunities for every student  
1. We must invest in CTE and apprenticeship and internship opportunities for  
students so they have are prepared for college and/or career. The responsibility for the 
success of students is not just that of our teachers, but rests with all of us as a City and a 
society. iv. Provide support services for students and teachers  
2. We must expand the Community Schools initiative and ensure the right mix  
of behavioral health and social services so students are able to succeed ii. We cannot rely on 
teachers to serve multiple roles, when leading the  
classroom is di�cult enough. Resources must be provided so teachers can teach, and 
students can learn. 

What is your vision for public education in Philadelphia, and how have you
worked (either currently in o�ce or your current position) to promote an
equity agenda in Philadelphia's schools?
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My Administration is focused on a number of key issues. First, we recently launched a new 
comprehensive strategy to reduce and prevent violence in the City. This strategy speci�cally 
targets new ways we can successfully intervene with the young people who are most likely to 
be involved in violence, and provide new outlets, through social services and other 
programming, to change the cycle of violence. Additionally, we are focused on developing new 
and better ways to respond the opioid epidemic. We launched the Resilience Project in late 
2018 to bring departments together on a daily basis to coordinate our response, speci�cally in 
the Kensington neighborhood of Philadelphia. We have worked closely with the neighborhood 
schools most impacted by this crisis to develop safe routes for students, and better trash and 
security services where possible. Finally, we will be focused on ensuring a fair and equitable 
transportation system for Philadelphia. With public transportation being the only choice 
available to so many Philadelphians, speci�cally those living in poverty, we must ensure we 
have a bus network that is accessible and equitable.

This form was created inside of Philadelphia Federation of Teachers.

What are other legislative issues of top priority for you?

Is there anything else you would like to share with PFT members about your
candidacy? What are ways you see yourself working with the PFT in o�ce?
Are there other items on our platform that you believe will be signi�cant in
your work?
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