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Brian Sims

Representative in the General Assembly 182nd District

Wherein stabilizing the staf�ng and facilities conditions in our schools is a top priority.

Strongly
disagree

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly agree
and commit

Restoration Agenda

The cuts to education across the state have been catastrophic, no place more so than in
Philadelphia. I have fought, and will continue to �ght, for a fair funding formula that
allocates resources based on demographics and data instead of political whim.

Candidate Name *

Party Af�liation of Candidate *
Democrat

Of�ce Sought *

Platform Component 1: A restoration agenda should be a top priority
for Philadelphia education. *

Question 1b. Comments on Component 1



Legislators need to urge the School District to settle a contract that is good for children and educators.
Advocating for salary and step increases for educators, who have been “frozen” on their current pay scale for
several years and have not had a raise in 4 years.

Strongly
disagree

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly agree
and commit

Fair contract

Educators are one of the greatest resources our society has and are at the front lines of
sculpting the next generation. Our educators deserve a contract that re�ects the vital
role they play in our society and the hard work they do educating our children. I will
continue to do whatever I can to ensure our Commonwealth lives up to the promises it
has made to our educators

With recognition that charter funding has drained the traditional district schools and put neighborhood
schools at odds with charters.

Strongly
disagree

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly agree
and commit

Charter accountability

There is no doubt that we need to create more oversight and accountability for our
charter schools, and ensure that the School District funds are being put to the best use
for the students and educators.

Platform Component 2: Advocating for a fair contract for our
educators. *

Question 2b. Comments on Component 2

Platform Component 3: Advocating for more charter school
accountability and a moratorium on new charters while the �nancial
crisis goes unresolved. *

Question 3b. Comments on Component 3



Source4Teachers, an outside agency brought in to solve the substitute “crisis” has in fact created its own
catastrophic crisis on the daily lives of students and teachers; a similar path for nursing services would put
the lives of our children at risk.

Strongly
disagree

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly agree
and commit

Privatization of workers

Unions are responsible for the creation and maintenance of the American middle class.
Unions have ensured fair wages, bene�ts and standards for a wide range of professions,
including our educators. I will do everything I can to ensure the integrity of our public
sector unions are maintained.

Supporting the dissolution of the School Reform Commission, and working with the PFT and community
partners in creating a new, representative school board model for Philadelphia.

Strongly
disagree

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly agree
and commit

Dissolution of the SRC

We need to bring local control back to our school district so that Philadelphians can
have the �nal say about their children's education.

Wherein factors such as poverty, special education needs, and English language learner status are
considered when determining funding allotments for schools.

1 2 3 4 5

Platform Component 4: Pushing back against privatization of our
workers *

Question 4b. Comments on Component 4

Platform Component 5: Dissolution of the SRC *

Question 5b. Additional comments on Component 5

Platform Component 6: Partnering with the State Legislature to
implement a weighted funding formula *



Strongly
disagree

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly agree
and commit

Weighted funding formula

As I mentioned previously, I have fought, and will continue to �ght, for a fair funding
formula that allocates resources based on demographics and data instead of political
whim.

Exploring sustainable options such as a shale tax.

Strongly
disagree

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly agree
and commit

Additional revenue sources

I strongly believe in a signi�cant tax on shale drilling and those funds being directed to
education

By 2019, with a long term goal of expanding on this number.

Strongly
disagree

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly agree
and commit

Question 6b. Additional comments on Component 6

Platform Component 7: Working to �nd additional, recurring revenue
that will help sustain our schools *

Question 7b. Additional comments on Component 7

Platform Component 8: Committing to working in partnership with the
community to develop and implement 25 unionized community
schools *



Community schools

Promoting policies that put an end to the current “test and punish” environment that links the fate of schools
and educators to high-stakes standardized tests.

Strongly
disagree

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly agree
and commit

Impact of high-stakes testing

We need a holistic system that judges students and educators on more than just test
scores.

Please describe

I spent years �ghting as an LGBT advocate, ensuring that long marginalized voices in
the community can be heard. I believe that this skill set makes me an excellent advocate
for issues across the board, including education. Someone must take up the mantle to
�ght for our children and have the political will to make the hard choices that need
making to secure the future of public education. My two terms in Harrisburg have been
extremely formative, and have given me great experience to advocate more effectively
for the needs of our students and educators.

Why or why not? Please address vouchers, school choice, and charter expansion. Please explain.

Question 8b

Platform Component 9: Highlighting the negative impact high-stakes
testing has on students *

Question 9b. Additional comments on Component 9

Question 10: How has your past career experience prepared you for
working in the of�ce you are seeking? *

Question 11: Are you a proponent of school vouchers, school choice,
or charter school expansion? *



No. I believe that our principal priority is to create a full funded, fair and equitable public
education system for all in the City and Commonwealth. I believe a voucher system
would be disastrous for our public education system, taking millions of dollars out of a
system that has already been devastated by years of cuts. I also believe that while some
charter schools may have merits, our �rst priority must be towards ensuring a fully
funded public school system.

Would you work to rescind Act 46? Why or why not?

Yes. The state take over was justi�ed because our school district was in "distress", yet
15 years later our district is suffering even more under the SRC. Schools are best run
when the are run by local of�cials with accountability to local students, educators, and
parents. We need to return local control so the �rst priority of our school board is our
students and not the political winds in Harrisburg.

H (high priority), M (moderate priority), L (low priority), D (disagree with this statement)

Question 12: Act 46, or "the State Takeover Law" was enacted in 2001
and has had catastrophic effects on our schools. *

Question 13. Rate the following priorities for your term in of�ce. *

H (high
priority)

M (moderate
priority)

L (low
priority)

D (disagree
with this

statement)

Reduce class size

Increase support personnel
in schools

Settlement of a fair contract
that is good for

Philadelphia's educators and
students

Mandate full time, unionized
registered school nurses in

every school

Mandating full time
unionized counselors in

every school

Mandating of wraparound

Reduce class size

Increase support personnel
in schools

Settlement of a fair contract
that is good for

Philadelphia's educators and
students

Mandate full time, unionized
registered school nurses in

every school

Mandating full time
unionized counselors in

every school



Dan Siegel

267-625-1529

dan@themisstrategies.com

Mandating of wraparound
services in schools

Attendance and graduation
improvement initiatives

Access to high quality
technology and high speed

internet access in every
classroom

Expansion of pre-k eligibility
and opportunity

Elimination of teacher
seniority

Using taxpayer money to pay
tuition for private and

religious schools

Modifying or reducing
pensions 

Mandating of wraparound
services in schools

Attendance and graduation
improvement initiatives

Access to high quality
technology and high speed

internet access in every
classroom

Expansion of pre-k eligibility
and opportunity

Elimination of teacher
seniority

Using taxpayer money to pay
tuition for private and

religious schools

Modifying or reducing
pensions 

Question 14. Additional comments.

Campaign Contact Person Name *

Campaign Contact Phone Number *

Campaign Contact E-Mail *


