
PFT Candidate Questionnaire 
The following information was submitted to the PFT by the following candidate 

running for office in the May 2019 Primary Election 

Candidate Name: Derek Green

Party Affiliation: Democrat 

Office Sought: City Council At Large, incumbent



3/3/2019 Election 2019: PFT Candidate Questionnaire

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/199YRFgPpH7wBIS21HKK7RVKSXcVQ09RmgiL0DnBCDR0/edit#response=ACYDBNhwIkb6tALbi9q-JzMUKBzhud… 2/11

Legislative Priorities

PFT Members have recently participated in a survey of their legislative priorities. We used the survey to 
formulate our legislative agenda for 2019. Please respond to areas of concern for PFT members, and 
comment on your experience/abilities addressing some of top issues.

On a 1-5 scale (5 being the most important), how important are the
following issues to you as a candidate? In the comments, please identify
any/all legislative solutions that you believe would address the issue.

Strongly disagree

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly agree
and commit

As the son of a retired School District of Philadelphia teacher and the father of a son on the 
Autism Spectrum who attends a District school, I am deeply concerned regarding the District’s 
$5 Billion Dollar capital de�cit and the impact of deferred maintenance on our school facilities. 
My �rst legislative act as a member of Council was to hold hearings regarding the physical 
safety of Philadelphia schools (Resolution # 160046). This hearing was held after the 
unfortunate death of District employee and SEIU 32BJ member Chris Trakimas who lost his life 
after a boiler explosion at F.S. Edmonds Elementary School. Later, I joined the Philly Healthy 
Schools Initiative to raise awareness regarding various unhealthy conditions of our District 
schools. Further, I introduced Bill #181008 to require the Health and Licenses and Inspection 
Departments to certify school buildings for asbestos and mold before they can be opened.

Strongly disagree

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly agree
and commit

Investment in School Facilities Funding *
How signi�cant do you believe the $5B in deferred maintenance for school facilities is? How central of a part of your
candidacy/position in o�ce will this issue be?

Comments on Facilities Funding:

Do you support a City moratorium on charter schools? *
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For various years, the School District was not willing to provide greater oversight of charter 
schools. Although the District would close traditional public schools, it appeared to have a fear 
of Harrisburg and would not close poorly performing charter schools. In contrast, we need a 
uniform method of evaluating all schools. In this regard, the District’s Charter School O�ce 
should be reformed so that it can properly evaluate and provide oversight of all charter schools 
in our City.   

No, should stay
as is

1 2 3 4 5

Yes, absolutely
needs to be

modi�ed

Various ideas have been proposed with regards to the 10 year tax abatement, from 
Councilmember Bass’ bill to eliminate the abatement to Councilmember Domb’s bill to expand 
the abatement to targeted, moderate to low income areas of our City. Regardless, I believe that 
the 10 year tax abatement legislation should be changed. Enacted in 1997, this legislation was 
passed at a time when the City had just escaped a possible bankruptcy. Over the next 20 years, 
the City’s economy has made signi�cant changes from this earlier period. For various 
neighborhoods, gentri�cation is a major issue and this legislation needs to be modi�ed so that 
we can promote, responsible growth without this negative outcome. 

No, should stay
as is

1 2 3 4 5

Yes, absolutely
needs to be

modi�ed

Comment on city wide ability to implement increased charter oversight
and/or ability to implement a charter school moratorium:

Are you in favor of modifying the 10 year tax abatement? *

Comments on your vision for the 10 year tax abatement:

Are you in favor of modifying the corporate tax structure so that wealthier
businesses and individuals increase their contributions? *
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With a poverty rate of 26%, Philadelphia is the poorest big city in our country. This poverty rate 
is a result of thousands of jobs that have left our City. Over the last four decades, Philadelphia 
has lost over 245,000 jobs and is predicted to lose another 35,000 to 40,000 jobs by 2025. 
Consequently, poverty is one of the City’s most pressing issues and our ability to grow jobs is 
one of the best ways to address this problem. As a former small business lender in North 
Philadelphia, I saw how the growth of local businesses can impact poverty in families and 
communities. In this regard, I believe that we need to develop and create policies that help our 
small businesses to grow and thrive so that they can create jobs for our communities and 
consequently reduce poverty in our City. Additionally, we need to modify our corporate tax 
structure so that we can support small businesses and insure that big corporations pay their 
fair share. However, our Pennsylvania Constitution restricts our ability to modify our current tax 
structure. Under Section 1, Article 8 of the Pennsylvania Constitution, “[a]ll taxes shall be 
uniform.” This Uniformity Clause restricts our ability to tax small businesses differently than 
large corporations. In comparison to the constitutions of many other states, we need to call on 
our Pennsylvania General Assembly to amend the Uniformity Clause so that we can have an 
equitable corporate tax structure in our City.   

Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

Comments on your vision for taxes:

How important is it for you to �nd ways to reduce class size? *

Comments:

How important is it for you to �nd ways to increase support personnel? *
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Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

As a public school parent, I have seen how collaboration with educators can improve access to 
services for students with special needs. Working with the Principal, teachers, and staff at 
Henry H. Houston Elementary School, we were able to create the school’s �rst Autistic support 
class when my son started �rst grade. Upon my son’s graduation, Houston increased the 
number of  Autistic support classes to four. In Council, I have advocated to the School District 
the importance of improving access to services so that more children like my son will have the 
opportunity for a great education.

Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

Comments:

How important is it for you to improve access to services for students with
special needs? *

Comments:

How important is it for you to improve access to services for students who
are English Language Learners? *

Comments:



3/3/2019 Election 2019: PFT Candidate Questionnaire

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/199YRFgPpH7wBIS21HKK7RVKSXcVQ09RmgiL0DnBCDR0/edit#response=ACYDBNhwIkb6tALbi9q-JzMUKBzhud… 6/11

Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

How important is it for you to increase access to school counselors? *

Comments:

How important is it for you to increase access to certi�ed school nurses? *

Comments:

How important is it for you to increase access to social services in schools?
*

Comments:
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Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

It is important to increase access to funding for CTE programs in schools because these 
programs provide a career path for many students and become a roadmap for a brighter 
future. Further, we need to develop a better relationship with the Philadelphia Building and 
Construction Trades Council (“Building Trades”) to make this roadmap accessible to more 
students. As the Labor Co-Chair for the Democratic Municipal O�cials, I have toured 17 
Building Trades apprentice training facilities. Through these tours and meetings with Michelle 
Armstrong (Exec. Dir. of the District’s CTE O�ce) and Rich Lazer (Deputy Mayor for Labor), we 
plan to develop a directory to make it easier for District students and employees to understand 
the application process for the Building Trades.

Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

How important is it for you to increase access to funding for CTE programs
in schools? *

Comments:

How important is it for you to increase the number of African American
teachers and educators of color in our schools? *
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Approximately 42% of the students in the School District of Philadelphia are African American. 
Although African American students are almost half the student population, the number of 
African American teachers is declining. In 2001-02 school year, one in three Philadelphia 
teachers was African American. Today, the number is 23% percent. Various studies have 
shown  that a lack of African American teachers has a negative impact not only on students of 
color but all students. In this regard, it is important to increase the number of African American 
teachers and we need to support organizations that are seeking to address this issue. 
Accordingly, I attended the inaugural National Black Male Educators Convening to support and 
raise awareness concerning this issue. 

Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

As the son of a retired public school teacher, I remember how hard educators fought for their 
contract bene�ts during the labor strikes of the 1980s. Further, I also know how hard teachers 
work to educate our children. As a student at Temple Law School, I had the opportunity to 
teach part-time at Olney High School. During this time, I saw �rsthand how teachers like my 
Mother worked, in spite of daunting challenges, to give the gift of learning to the children of our 
City. From these experiences, I grew up learning the value of labor and collective bargaining in 
order to provide opportunities for family sustaining jobs that created the middle class in 
Philadelphia and our country.

Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

Comments:

How important is it for you to protect the rights of workers to collectively
bargain and for educators to have a fair contract? *

Comments:

How important is it for you to expand the Community Schools model in
Philadelphia? *
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My vision for public education in Philadelphia is one where we live up to the standard stated in 
our state constitution. Under Article 3, Section 14 of the Pennsylvania Constitution, “[t]he 
General Assembly shall provide for the maintenance and support of a thorough and e�cient 
system of public education to serve the needs of the Commonwealth.” In comparing the 
amount of state funding for the School District versus other urban education systems that are 
funded based on the same state constitutional language, it is clear that the standard of our 
own state constitution is not being met. As a member of City Council, I voted to provide over 
$600 million in additional dollars to the School District. However, the School District is not 
receiving a fair level of funding from the Commonwealth and over the years we have had to 
increase funding at the local level to make up for this de�cit. As we await the decision in the 
William Penn School District v. PA Dept. of Education litigation, Philadelphia should form a 
coalition with other county o�cials to lobby Harrisburg for a fair, weighted funding formula that 
provides more state funds for Philadelphia’s public school children but also for children 
throughout Pennsylvania. Due to the elimination of the charter school reimbursement and the 
growth of cyber charter schools, numerous schools (urban, suburban, and rural) are feeling the 
impact of a lack of a fair funding formula and this result provides an opportunity to from a 
unique coalition to address this issue.

Comments:

What is your vision for public education in Philadelphia, and how have you
worked (either currently in o�ce or your current position) to promote an
equity agenda in Philadelphia's schools?
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I believe Philadelphia can become a city where we no longer have the title of the largest big city 
with the highest level of poverty in the nation. With a 26% poverty rate, this title has de�ned our 
City. This level of poverty is generally concentrated in communities beyond Center City. In 
many ways, Philadelphia has become a tale of two cities. Higher income and gentrifying 
neighborhoods are seeing property values skyrocket and moderate to low income 
communities are not seeing this level of growth. Further, these growing neighborhoods are 
attracting entrepreneurs and businesses who are creating jobs for these communities. In 
contrast, moderate to low income neighborhoods are struggling to �ll vacant storefronts with 
businesses that can reduce poverty with jobs. As a City, we need policies and initiatives that 
will help all neighborhoods and not just a select few communities.  
Through my experiences as a small business lender, entrepreneur, and nonpro�t leader, one of 
the best ways to address poverty is the ability to grow small businesses. Our ability to grow 
these businesses will bene�t our entire City. From Washington Lane to Washington Avenue, 
every neighborhood in our City has a commercial corridor that is the anchor of the community 
and the hub of its small business sector. In order for these companies to grow and thrive, they 
need assistance from our City so that they can employ our neighbors and increase their 
wages.  
To support this goal, I worked with the Commerce Department to create the Philadelphia 
Business Lending Network (“Lending Network”). The Lending Network is a consortium of 30 
banks, credit unions, and lenders that use one application to provide access to credit to small 
businesses. In comparison to Lending Tree, this initiative is a one stop, online resource that is 
helping small businesses in our City. Through the Lending Network, small businesses are able 
to grow and provide income to their employees. This new or additional income will also help 
other businesses because employees will have more resources to buy goods and services. 
Further, this income will also provide more revenue for the City’s General Fund and will enable 
more investments in education, City services, and other needs for Philadelphia. By growing 
small businesses in neighborhoods around our City, we can begin to reduce our poverty rate 
and move from a tale of two cities to one community where growth is shared throughout 
Philadelphia.  

What are other legislative issues of top priority for you?
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I would like to thank the members of the Philadelphia Federal of Teachers for your 
endorsement in 2015. I hope that I can earn your endorsement for my re-election campaign. 
With your support, I plan to continue the work that we started to improve the quality of 
education in Philadelphia. I support your legislative platform and look forward to our continued 
advocacy to address these issues. 

This form was created inside of Philadelphia Federation of Teachers.

Is there anything else you would like to share with PFT members about your
candidacy? What are ways you see yourself working with the PFT in o�ce?
Are there other items on our platform that you believe will be signi�cant in
your work?
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