
PFT Candidate Questionnaire 
The following information was submitted to the PFT by the following candidate 

running for office in the May 2019 Primary Election 

Candidate Name: Al Taubenberger

Party Affiliation: Republican

Office Sought: City Council At Large, incumbent
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Legislative Priorities

PFT Members have recently participated in a survey of their legislative priorities. We used the survey to 
formulate our legislative agenda for 2019. Please respond to areas of concern for PFT members, and 
comment on your experience/abilities addressing some of top issues.

On a 1-5 scale (5 being the most important), how important are the
following issues to you as a candidate? In the comments, please identify
any/all legislative solutions that you believe would address the issue.

Strongly disagree

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly agree
and commit

In addition to ensuring our schools are adequately staffed with quali�ed teachers and support 
personnel, we also must ensure that the physical school buildings are safe and secure. I 
strongly support the $5B in Deferred Maintenance. 

Strongly disagree

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly agree
and commit

I am not 100% opposed to charter schools, but believe they do require greater oversight and 
regulation. Charter schools must never threaten our public school system. 

Investment in School Facilities Funding *
How signi�cant do you believe the $5B in deferred maintenance for school facilities is? How central of a part of your
candidacy/position in o�ce will this issue be?

Comments on Facilities Funding:

Do you support a City moratorium on charter schools? *

Comment on city wide ability to implement increased charter oversight
and/or ability to implement a charter school moratorium:
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No, should stay
as is

1 2 3 4 5

Yes, absolutely
needs to be

modi�ed

The 10-year tax abatement served it's original purpose - spurring new residential development 
and enticing new, young citizens to move into the city. I do, however, have concern the 
abatement has hurt funding for our schools and other critically important needs, which is why I 
support scaling back the number of years of the abatement program. 

No, should stay
as is

1 2 3 4 5

Yes, absolutely
needs to be

modi�ed

I believe the city suffers from too many taxes as it is. I believe our focus should be on �scal 
restraint and cost-savings through the elimination of duplication. That being said, I would at 
least be open to discussions on higher taxation rates for wealthier corporations and 
individuals. 

Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

Are you in favor of modifying the 10 year tax abatement? *

Comments on your vision for the 10 year tax abatement:

Are you in favor of modifying the corporate tax structure so that wealthier
businesses and individuals increase their contributions? *

Comments on your vision for taxes:

How important is it for you to �nd ways to reduce class size? *
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Smaller class sizes have been proven to improve children's learning abilities. I strongly support 
smaller class size. 

Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

Our teachers are overworked as it is. They need more support personnel. 

Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

Special Needs kids have already been dealt a bad hand in life. They need and deserve 
improved access to services to help them achieve in school. 

Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

Comments:

How important is it for you to �nd ways to increase support personnel? *

Comments:

How important is it for you to improve access to services for students with
special needs? *

Comments:

How important is it for you to improve access to services for students who
are English Language Learners? *
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America is a nation of immigrants. I support improved access to services for students who are 
English Language Learners. 

Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

Kids today face inordinate emotional, family and psychological pressures. We need more 
counselors, who are often lifelines to troubled kids. 

Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

Increased access to nurses is extremely important. You can't learn when you're constantly sick. 

Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

Comments:

How important is it for you to increase access to school counselors? *

Comments:

How important is it for you to increase access to certi�ed school nurses? *

Comments:

How important is it for you to increase access to social services in schools?
*
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I strongly support increased social services in our schools. Philadelphia remains the poorest 
big city in America. Social Service workers are another needed lifeline for our students. 

Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

I believe in CTE programs in schools. For those students who may not be ideally suited to 
academia, CTE classes offer them a path to a family-sustaining career in a skilled trade. 

Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

The most important criteria for our teachers should be their quali�cations, not their race. That 
being said, the city's African-American population has grown. I support hiring more teachers of 
color so our children can see themselves through their teacher's eyes. 

Comments:

How important is it for you to increase access to funding for CTE programs
in schools? *

Comments:

How important is it for you to increase the number of African American
teachers and educators of color in our schools? *

Comments:
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Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

I am a moderate, pro-labor Republican who strongly believes in the sanctity of CBAs and fair 
contracts. I will �ght to protect the PFT's right to collectively bargain and earn a fair contract. 

Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

I support the Community Schools Model. Our schools are not only safe havens of education for 
our children, but are also beacons of hope and resource centers for residents in the 
surrounding community. 

Throughout my �rst term in Council, I have supported the PFT and fought to ensure that our 
public schools get the funding and resources they need to succeed. I will continue to do so in 
my second term. 

How important is it for you to protect the rights of workers to collectively
bargain and for educators to have a fair contract? *

Comments:

How important is it for you to expand the Community Schools model in
Philadelphia? *

Comments:

What is your vision for public education in Philadelphia, and how have you
worked (either currently in o�ce or your current position) to promote an
equity agenda in Philadelphia's schools?
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Reducing crime. Protecting our senior citizens. Reducing and streamlining our byzantine taxes. 
Continuing to support our business community, which is so important to the city's economy 
and leads to sustained job growth. 

I have always maintained an open door policy with the PFT and will continue to do so. I greatly 
appreciated the PFT's endorsement in my prior campaign and look forward to earning it again 
in this current campaign. I and all of my family members are proud products of the 
Philadelphia Public School System. 

This form was created inside of Philadelphia Federation of Teachers.

What are other legislative issues of top priority for you?

Is there anything else you would like to share with PFT members about your
candidacy? What are ways you see yourself working with the PFT in o�ce?
Are there other items on our platform that you believe will be signi�cant in
your work?

 Forms
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