
PFT Candidate Questionnaire 
The following information was submitted to the PFT by the following candidate 

running for office in the May 2019 Primary Election 

Candidate Name: Isaiah Thomas

Party Affiliation: Democrat 

Office Sought: City Council At Large, challenger
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Legislative Priorities

PFT Members have recently participated in a survey of their legislative priorities. We used the survey to 
formulate our legislative agenda for 2019. Please respond to areas of concern for PFT members, and 
comment on your experience/abilities addressing some of top issues.

On a 1-5 scale (5 being the most important), how important are the
following issues to you as a candidate? In the comments, please identify
any/all legislative solutions that you believe would address the issue.

Strongly disagree

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly agree
and commit

The current state of Philadelphia public schools' infrastructure is beyond unacceptable. 
Updating the curriculum and supporting teachers should always be a major priority, however 
not poisoning our students with lead paints and asbestos that �ll our school buildings, while 
they try to get an education is a basic right. In my Youth Agenda, which can be found on my 
website, IsaiahThomas4philly.com, I discuss creating the “Youth Fund”, a non-pro�t 
organization that will be dedicated to supporting “external” school initiative such as summer 
time employment for students. With this, I would like to use part of the funds to begin the 
reconstruction of some of our most in-need schools across Philadelphia.

Strongly disagree

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly agree
and commit

Investment in School Facilities Funding *
How signi�cant do you believe the $5B in deferred maintenance for school facilities is? How central of a part of your
candidacy/position in o�ce will this issue be?

Comments on Facilities Funding:

Do you support a City moratorium on charter schools? *
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If elected the �rst initiative I would undertake is forming a Task Force of retired teachers, and 
educators to work with state legislators to create a standard criteria for charter oversight. My 
team and I have already begun to solidify support with state elected o�cials who are extremely 
prepared to begin this process. A standard criteria will not only protect our students, it will 
provide order to a system that has unnecessarily hurt the school district.

No, should stay
as is

1 2 3 4 5

Yes, absolutely
needs to be

modi�ed

I believe the tax abatement should be ended, however in the most �scally responsible way as 
to not distress the city further �nancially. To increase the need for transparency we should 
notify anyone bene�ting from the abatement, giving them enough time to plan and adjust, 
which is a major step for Philadelphia whose current taxes structure is sporadic putting 
citizens in great �nancial straits. Then I suggest we work with economists and other experts to 
enact the best plan to end the tax, without hurting the city �nancially. 

No, should stay
as is

1 2 3 4 5

Yes, absolutely
needs to be

modi�ed

Comment on city wide ability to implement increased charter oversight
and/or ability to implement a charter school moratorium:

Are you in favor of modifying the 10 year tax abatement? *

Comments on your vision for the 10 year tax abatement:

Are you in favor of modifying the corporate tax structure so that wealthier
businesses and individuals increase their contributions? *
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The current tax structure of our city is not bene�cial for all residents. If elected, I would work to 
enact smarter and properly planned taxes so businesses do not feel surprised and are well 
prepared to pay their fair share.  

Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

The city needs to work to increase the budget of the School District to increase the number of 
teachers and reduce class size down to 30 students or less in a classroom. As an educator 
who has worked at various schools across the city, I understand the importance of providing a 
more personalized learning environment for young people. At a certain point, the increased 
number of students can limit a teacher's ability to teach the students effectively because their 
main focus would not be education but discipline 

Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

Comments on your vision for taxes:

How important is it for you to �nd ways to reduce class size? *

Comments:

How important is it for you to �nd ways to increase support personnel? *
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Having worked as a Dean and Coach, I understand that students need more support than what 
teachers can provide at times. We should push for classroom aides who are assigned to each 
discipline and subject area (math, english, social studies, etc) which are independent from the 
NTAs and special education support.  This is especially important as older teachers begin to 
turnover and younger educators begin to �ll the classrooms. Further proving why �nding 
additional funding, not solely from the city’s budget, will be an important aspect of my work if 
elected to city council so that we can ensure these vital positions are not lost in our schools. 

Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

It is the duty of our school district to educate every student that walks into a classroom, and to 
do this we cannot implement a blanket curriculum of what and how students should learn. As 
stated before, in order to support students at all levels we must put more resources into our 
school district. Districts around the country and even across Pennsylvania have been able to 
provide these services for their students with special needs as the norm, and it is time that 
Philadelphia �nds the funds to ensure the same for our students.

Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

Comments:

How important is it for you to improve access to services for students with
special needs? *

Comments:

How important is it for you to improve access to services for students who
are English Language Learners? *
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One of the greatest qualities of Philadelphia is our vast diversity and welcoming attitude to all, 
as seen through our sanctuary city status. To ensure we continue this, we must be sure that 
our education system is just the same. This is why we need to increase the support for English 
Language Learners, and not penalize �rst-generation students for things they can’t control. 

Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

Support outside the classroom is just as important as the support students receive inside the 
classroom. Counselors provide vital services especially when preparing students for post-
secondary education. This is why we need to increase access to these services especially in 
our school district so students can be supported as well as understand the many options that 
exist for them. We need to hire more counselors across the school district to address these 
various needs. 

Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

The day-to-day lives of students can be unpredictable and we must keep this environment safe 
by ensuring the right professionals are at their disposal. We should de�nitely hire more nurses 
for schools across the school district that are a present on a daily basis. 

Comments:

How important is it for you to increase access to school counselors? *

Comments:

How important is it for you to increase access to certi�ed school nurses? *

Comments:
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Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

If we want to ensure our educational system remains progressive and truly supports students, 
we have to realize and address the outside factors they deal with that also affects their school 
life greatly. If we increase access to social services within the schools, students will be able to 
get the help they need in the environment  they spend most of their time. 

Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

Increased funding for CTE programs will give students the resources they need to understand 
all the options that exist for them after high school. It is important for us to support students 
no matter what their post-secondary education path may include. If we increase this funding 
we will prepare the next generation with skills they can use to make a living wage that doesn’t 
include 4 years of college or the pressure of incurring massive student loan debt. 

Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

How important is it for you to increase access to social services in schools?
*

Comments:

How important is it for you to increase access to funding for CTE programs
in schools? *

Comments:

How important is it for you to increase the number of African American
teachers and educators of color in our schools? *
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As a lifelong Philadelphian who has attended public schools and as an educator who has 
worked in public schools predominantly with students of color, I know �rst hand the 
importance of having teachers of color in the classroom. My father, who taught in the public 
school for 42 years always believed that it was important for the kids to have someone in front 
of them who looks like them. African American men bring a unique experience to the 
classroom that bene�ts all students. Additionally the connection and the understanding that 
these teachers can provide, and positive images of color (teachers, elected o�cials and more) 
impacts the subconscious in ways that are  immeasurable.

Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

Teachers should be protected in their positions as they are the backbones of our system that 
make all other careers possible. Having fair contracts provides safety and stability for all 
teachers so their livelihood can never be threaten or lost without proper preparation. 

Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

Comments:

How important is it for you to protect the rights of workers to collectively
bargain and for educators to have a fair contract? *

Comments:

How important is it for you to expand the Community Schools model in
Philadelphia? *
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I believe it is very important to expand the Community Schools model in Philadelphia to 
address the many issues our students face outside of school. Our school district cannot ignore 
the these issues if they truly desire to prepare students to be active, functioning, and 
productive members of society. This is also why we must look for additional ways to fund our 
schools as programs like this require a great deal of resources that are not available now due 
to a lack of funding.

Comments:
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I have been working on my vision for public education in Philadelphia for over a decade serving 
as an educator, mentor, dean, and coach and I believe every child deserves an equal 
opportunity to earn a quality education. My vision has been crafted by my experience, as well 
as, with the guidance of  several mentors and experts, including my father who is a retired 
teacher from the PFT and a former building delegate. As a product of the school district of 
Philadelphia (having attended Ellwood, Conwell and Frankford) and a former teacher, I am 
passionate about our children as well as the adults responsible for assuring our children get a 
quality education.  
 
When I ran for City Council At Large in 2011, I was one of only two candidates who advocated 
for local control, to end the SRC,  and also to push for a fair funding formula from the state. 
During that campaign I also called for a change in the climate, cultural and curriculum of our 
schools and I still believe that is the case today. I am prepared to work with state legislators to 
advocate for fair funding as I have already been endorsed by eight states legislators, several of 
whom I plan to work with to improve our public schools .  
 
My vision for public education will address the de�cits in our educational system to make 
computer literacy a required part of the curriculum in all schools that receive public funding, 
including Microsoft O�ce, coding and networking. This is an idea I have begun to put into 
action through my non-pro�t organization,The Thomas and Woods Foundation, and the Isaiah 
Thomas and Chris Woods Basketball Camp. Every summer we offer a free one-week camp, the 
week before public schools start, and serve over 120 students who receive a bookbag with 
school supplies at the end of the week. In previous summers, we have exposed the young 
people to coding and technology as a workshop to promote computer literacy.  
 
I will also push for a �nancial literacy program to prepare students for credit, students loans 
and budgeting. During my tenure working in the City Controller’s O�ce, I started a �nancial 
literacy initiatives where we partnered with experts to provide workshops in public schools and 
gave every senior in high school a “smart card” which is a wallet-sized plastic card with the 
contact information of organizations that provide free �nancial services for all post-secondary 
education and plans.  
 
Furthermore, civic education about the governance of Philadelphia and the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, along with optional voter registration, is critical to create a pipeline of concerned 
and engaged citizens who will contribute to the city. During my time as a teacher, I had the 

What is your vision for public education in Philadelphia, and how have you
worked (either currently in o�ce or your current position) to promote an
equity agenda in Philadelphia's schools?
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chance to develop curriculum and lesson plans to teach seniors the basics of local 
government and encourage them to get politically informed.  

In addition to improving the lives of youth, I want to focus on reducing gun violence, increasing 
wages, and improving access to quality jobs.

When elected I look forward to continuing to work with the PFT to improve the lives of young 
people in our city including a PFT representative on the charter task force, I mentioned 
previously.   
 
I greatly appreciate your consideration to support my candidacy. Working in education has 
been my passion since I was young. My father, who served as delegate for PFT, has always 
taught me the importance of working with youth. If elected to council, I would use my position 
to not only pass legislation that will support our youth, but also be an advocate for all issues  
that plague our commonwealth. 

This form was created inside of Philadelphia Federation of Teachers.

What are other legislative issues of top priority for you?

Is there anything else you would like to share with PFT members about your
candidacy? What are ways you see yourself working with the PFT in o�ce?
Are there other items on our platform that you believe will be signi�cant in
your work?

 Forms

https://www.google.com/forms/about/?utm_source=product&utm_medium=forms_logo&utm_campaign=forms

