
PFT Candidate Questionnaire 
The following information was submitted to the PFT by the following candidate 

running for office in the May 2019 Primary Election 

Candidate Name: Jamie Gauthier

Party Affiliation: Democrat 

Office Sought: City Council, District 3
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Legislative Priorities

PFT Members have recently participated in a survey of their legislative priorities. We used the survey to 
formulate our legislative agenda for 2019. Please respond to areas of concern for PFT members, and 
comment on your experience/abilities addressing some of top issues.

On a 1-5 scale (5 being the most important), how important are the
following issues to you as a candidate? In the comments, please identify
any/all legislative solutions that you believe would address the issue.

Strongly disagree

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly agree
and commit

Strongly disagree

1 2 3 4 5

Strongly agree
and commit

Investment in School Facilities Funding *
How signi�cant do you believe the $5B in deferred maintenance for school facilities is? How central of a part of your
candidacy/position in o�ce will this issue be?

Comments on Facilities Funding:

Do you support a City moratorium on charter schools? *

Comment on city wide ability to implement increased charter oversight
and/or ability to implement a charter school moratorium:
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No, should stay
as is

1 2 3 4 5

Yes, absolutely
needs to be

modi�ed

No, should stay
as is

1 2 3 4 5

Yes, absolutely
needs to be

modi�ed

Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

Are you in favor of modifying the 10 year tax abatement? *

Comments on your vision for the 10 year tax abatement:

Are you in favor of modifying the corporate tax structure so that wealthier
businesses and individuals increase their contributions? *

Comments on your vision for taxes:

How important is it for you to �nd ways to reduce class size? *

Comments:
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Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

How important is it for you to �nd ways to increase support personnel? *

Comments:

How important is it for you to improve access to services for students with
special needs? *

Comments:

How important is it for you to improve access to services for students who
are English Language Learners? *

Comments:
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Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

How important is it for you to increase access to school counselors? *

Comments:

How important is it for you to increase access to certi�ed school nurses? *

Comments:

How important is it for you to increase access to social services in schools?
*

Comments:
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Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

How important is it for you to increase access to funding for CTE programs
in schools? *

Comments:

How important is it for you to increase the number of African American
teachers and educators of color in our schools? *

Comments:

How important is it for you to protect the rights of workers to collectively
bargain and for educators to have a fair contract? *

Comments:
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Not important

1 2 3 4 5

Critical

I’m a mother to two boys who are in public schools in the 3rd District. So the quality of our 
public schools system is personal to me. We often say that our kids are our future, but too 
often our city budgets tell a different story. Our students are our most valuable assets for the 
future of the city, and our investments in them, teachers, and our schools should re�ect that. 
One concrete step I would take as a Council Member is voting to end the 10-year tax 
abatement and invest those tax dollars in our schools. 
 
In addition to investing in our students, we need to invest in our teachers. Our teachers are at 
their best when they are paid what they deserve and have security in their jobs. In addition to 
this, they also need strong community and parental support. Engaged and supportive parents 
and community members are often a missing piece of the challenges your members face on a 
daily basis. As a Council Member, I will use my experience building community coalitions, to 
better organize the communities of each of our schools to support their teachers in the work 
they do.  

How important is it for you to expand the Community Schools model in
Philadelphia? *

Comments:

What is your vision for public education in Philadelphia, and how have you
worked (either currently in o�ce or your current position) to promote an
equity agenda in Philadelphia's schools?
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From gentri�cation and poverty, to increasing access to quality education and affordable 
housing, I believe we can tackle our biggest challenges together. But I believe it takes new 
ideas and new leadership in order to do that.   
 
I’m running for City Council on an Empowerment Agenda that seeks to shift the balance of 
power toward people. I believe government can be a force for good if we empower the people 
to work together for the common good. 
 
We can tackle gentri�cation by returning power to the people by ending councilmanic 
prerogative and strengthening neighborhood civic associations; passing legislation to 
implement “Philadelphia 2035” zoning plans; �xing the broken system for property appraisals 
and property taxes; expanding “Just Cause” legislation to protect renters; and exploring rent 
controls for certain communities.  
 
We can tackle poverty by empowering our local institutions to work together with government 
and community organizations to train and employ West Philadelphians for job opportunities in 
the district, spend more money procuring services from businesses here in West Philly, and 
invest in all of our commercial corridors, like 52nd St, Lancaster Ave, and 60th St, to facilitate 
development.  
 
And lastly, we can tackle climate change by empowering local community activists, community 
organizations, and citizens to form a Community Commission to create a Green New Deal for 
Philadelphia. 

What are other legislative issues of top priority for you?
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I believe that the challenges that we face in education here in Philadelphia, and particularly in 
the 3rd District, require a fresh approach that we can only truly get through new leadership that 
advocates for new ideas and a new vision. I believe I can offer that as the next Council Member 
from the 3rd District.  
 
I believe this because it’s what I learned in my experience leading community organizations 
and building partnership and coalitions to ensure equitable growth, create jobs, increase 
access to affordable housing, and invest more in our parks and public spaces. I witnessed the 
extraordinary collective capacity of our neighbors and grassroots organizations to work 
together for the common good. I also learned, however, what more City Council can do to 
empower these partnerships and the work they do.  
 
I believe teachers, and unions like PFT that organize on behalf of teachers, need to be 
empowered to do what they do best: protect and uplift our teachers, so in return, they can 
protect, uplift, and educate our students. I look forward to the chance to earn your support and 
�ghting alongside you to do just that.   

This form was created inside of Philadelphia Federation of Teachers.

Is there anything else you would like to share with PFT members about your
candidacy? What are ways you see yourself working with the PFT in o�ce?
Are there other items on our platform that you believe will be signi�cant in
your work?
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